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Annotation 

 

«A Georgian Factor in the development of the Abkhaz Secessionist Movement» 

 

A tension, originated in the USSR between Georgian and Abkhaz ethnic groups 

gradually transformed into a large-scale confrontation at the end of the Soviet era and 

resulted in the Georgian-Abkhaz war on 14 August, 1992. The thesis seeks to examine the 

ways Georgians had been identified as a “constant source of danger” in the Abkhaz national 

narrative and how it was used by an Abkhaz intelligentsia in order to legitimise the secession 

from Georgia. Consequently, the hypothesis is defined as the following: the Abkhaz 

intelligentsia created the image of the enemy - “Georgian Anti-Abkhazian Politics” - through 

instrumentalization and in some cases, through mythologisation of past events. Such image 

justified the idea that in case of being part of Georgia (regardless the Georgian SSR or an 

independent country) the security of Abkhaz ethnos and its further development would be 

jeopardized.  

To prove the hypothesis, the paper analyses official reports of the Abkhaz 

intelligentsia mainly accusing several ethnic Georgian politicians, or the whole government 

itself for adopting anti-Abkhazian policies. On the basis of these accusations, authors of the 

reports demanded the separation of the Abkhaz ASSR from the Georgian SSR. The 1992-

1993 war was further assessed as a culmination of anti-Abkhazian politics and therefore, one 

more reason for the necessity of secession from Georgia by Abkhaz intellectual and political 

elite. 
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