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The Institute of Classical, Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies

The Institute integrates the chairs of Classical Philology, Byzantine Studies and Modern Greek
Studies. Each of the chairs offers academic curricula at all the three levels of higher education
including, respectively, ancient and medieval Greek and Latin as well as modern Greek
language, literature, culture and history. The Institute aims to provide students with specialized
professional as well as interdisciplinary knowledge, in order to prepare them for a broader scope
of employment opportunities in the areas of philology and the humanities in general. The
Institute’s library, which is among the biggest specialized libraries in Eastern Europe (with over
30 000 books), plays an important role in this regard.

All of the three chairs of the Institute pay close attention to individual as well as collaborative
research projects, the most important of which are projects aimed at the compilation of
dictionaries, textbooks and collections of works. A special focus is laid on translations provided
with scholarly apparatus. Among major joint projects that have already been completed are the
ten volumes of The World of Greek Myths and Ancient Greek-Georgian, Modern Greek-
Georgian and Georgian-Modern Greek Dictionaries. Currently, the Institute is running two major
projects: a comprehensive encyclopedia Caucasus Antiquus, two volumes of which have already
been published, to be followed by other volumes in the near future, and the forthcoming
Byzantine-Georgian encyclopedic dictionary Byzantino-Georgica. Logos, the publishing
program of the Institute, is in charge of the publication of various works by the academics and
students of the Institute.

An essential aspect of the Institute’s academic and research strategy is its dynamic international
focus. The Institute holds international forums almost every year. In 2017, it hosted an
international conference on The Theme of Medea in the Artistic Culture of the World, while in
2018 it is preparing for a conference on Plato’s Philosophy in an Interdisciplinary Context. The
Institute runs an annual journal Phasis, which publishes papers by Georgian and foreign
researchers. Further evidence of the Institute’s research activities at an international level are
publications of its professors abroad as well as academic mobility of its professors and doctoral
students. To contribute to the development of research skills in graduate students, the Institute
encourages their collaboration with the faculty and participation in research publications,
international conferences and joint projects. From 2004, the Institute has been
publishing Mnemosyne, an annual journal of students’ papers. Jointly with the University of
Bologna, the Institute offers a French-language dual degree PhD program.



